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Qulck Facts

A Wr1tten lease protects the tenant and-
- landlord by setting up rules that each
is expected to follow. s

Ifarenteris presented with unclear clauses

~in: the lease; rewrlte in clear, prec1se
, terms.

The lease should spemfy WhO is respons1—
ble for all types of repairs, including
appliances, plumbing;heating; ermg
and external building repairs.:

The dease should determine the renter 8

damages; rules of behavior, landlord’s”
- right-of entry, procedures for eviction, =
- and information on: da,mage depos1ts:
~and promlssory notes:

right to sublet, landlord’s liability for g

Most landlords require a tenant sign'a lease.
A written lease protects the landlord and tenant. It
protects the tenant from eviction on short:notice,
increasesin rent and changes in rules durmg the
lease period.” i+ i

A written lease sets up rules that both tenant‘

and landlord are expected to follow. If the rules
are broken by one pa,rty, the lease may be ended by

the other party.

- Beforé signin Iease ‘@ tenant should

1) be certain the lease includes the amount of

rent per month and indicates who is responsible
for utility payment;

2) be sure the lease tells the length of the ren-
tal period;

3) see whether there is any damage deposit
specified and the amount is stated;

4) seethatthelease indicates whoisresponsi-
ble for repairs;

5) get in writing any repairs that will be done
by the landlord;

7) f L1 'out 1f subleasmg is a.llowed

Lease Terms

to force the landlord to fix or correct any defects
that the renter may notlce durmg a tour of the
a,partment o

Promises by the landlord or manager to clean
up or make repa.u's sh be 1 i
W1se, if repa.n's are not ma.de t

and repair at. thls tlm,
to read: “Pre‘ ‘
except the items hsted on at
age sheet then should be attache 1.

If the lease allows a lis '
ached at the begmmng of the le
vided within a perlod of tim: ) e
malke sure the 11st is prov1ded and complete If no
11st is prov1ded , renter a,ccepts the premlses as

] : iVers; ylea,se should state
who is responsﬂ)le “for re rs done during the
term of the lease. If nothing is stated, the tenant
may suddenly find at the end of the term that the
damage deposit is expected to cover a JOb that the
renter assumed was the landlord’s responsibility.
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D ;
.~ to keep the cesspool, greasetrap and
clean,” it should be rewritten to read:

renter re-rents the premises). A lease may state
that a tenant has no right to sublet or ass1gn the

sublet oniy W -per:
lease shouid mdma,te if suble

ple, the tenan' s dog bltes som or o'f a v1sator
fa.lls down a stairway. o
5) Rules of behavmr Leases ma.y 1nclude

rulesk of ‘,bekha,vmry suc’h,a,s Jno pets” and ¢ ‘quiet

shall be responszble fsr necessary

1s still a dé.ma,ge depos:tt and W et sated as
such by Colora.do law (For more informatlon, see !

Lega{ Agei_ 18

Colorado la,w prov1des tha.t a person 18 yea.rsr
or older can enter.into legal contractual obliga-
tions,belegally boundto the terms.ofthe contract,
and can sue or be sued: :

The rental lease is a contra,ct Read the lea.se;
thoroughly before signing. The renter should
understand hisorher rxghts and respons1b111tles

(This material should not be used as a substitute for seeking needed advice from attorneys and other

qualified advisors.)




