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Dear Coloradan:

I am pleased vo make available to you this
brochure about Colorade Marurally — our effore 1o

create & cleaner, safer and healthier environment for all Colossdans,

This may be the best ume ever to live in Colorade. Our booming economy is
among the most diversified in the nanon.  However, this prosperity brings

challenges. As we enter the new millennivm, Colorado must maincain a healthy
environment while accommodating the needs of more than four million people

and theer visitoss.

My Administration is commitmed to enhancing Colorado’s quality of life. Ac
my direcrion, the Colorade Departments of MNamural Resources, Agriculture and
Public Health and Environment are dedicating themselves to protecting the
mapestic wonder of Colorado while providing the infrascrucoure needed for our

comtimased grnu':h.

This brochaure outlines some of the goals and successes of Colorado Mamurally,
K .
This s by o means a complece hist of everything we are doing.  But &t does
] ™ PRI £
provide a sense of the tremendous work being done by state employees, private

seciof agencies and countless citizen voluntesrs.

If you have an idea about how 'to preserve Colorado’s legacy, | imvige you to
cemtact my office or any of the three departments working on these goals.
Together, we can save what 15 best about the Colorado way of lite and confinue

to improve upon the natural environment with which we are blessed.

Sincerely,

WO wes
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A Cleaner, Safer and Healthier Colorads

Governor Ohwens believes that Colorados namural emvironment 13 one of our staee’s
mast distinctive feanures and an essential pare of our qualiey of life. Future
generations of Coloradans should have the oppornmity o enjoy an even better
emironment—aone that's deaner, aafer and healthier. This requires good stewardship
of our resources today and adapting to the dynamic changes in Colorado thar will
anise in the future, It also means foousing on results like cleaner air and water. a
safer environment for our childsen, and open spaces we can all enjoy, not
bureaucratic programs that squander limited taxpayer dollars,

This new approach to environmental issues centers on six specific arcas:

* Saving open spaces, farms and ranches

Recovering endangered species

Protecting Colorado water

Responsibly managing public linds
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SAVING OPEN SPacESs, FARMS & B ANCHES
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early two-thirds of Colorado’s land is privately-owned. This means that land
preservation must rely heavily on the efforts of private citizens, Governor Chwens
supports a number of innovative approaches dessgned to encourage landowners to
Preserve Open space.

* Open Space Preservation. Governor Owens appointed a special Commission on
Preservation of Open Spaces, Farms and Ranches to examine existing efforts and

recommend new methods for preserving open spaces and agnoultural lands.



Conservation Easements. Tl'hrl:ﬂltw:].'!nlunt::t&mum:d ranches from over-
development is to keep family farmers and ranchers productively working their
lands, Conservation easements prohibat development of land -ﬂuning the term of
the easement, thus allowing land agencies to preserve open space without paving
for costly fee title acquisition and permitting landowners to keep their land m
agricultuzal production.

Conservation Leazes. Conzervation groups amd ztate .:Etl'btil! zaye mnnzr—.‘mﬂ
stretch their dollars further while protecting more land—by leasing development
rights from farmers and ranchers. Leases provide farmers and ranchers with much
needed income without tying the hands of the children and grandchildren who will
eventually inherit the land,

Water Easements, These casements, similar to those used on land, protect areas of
cntical :.Eril:l.i]h.l.ﬂl COTICEETE .:Fm.rt the sale of water I!ngrmringum centers. This
apprn.u;h can also enable farmers to benefit from the economic value of water, as
many have already done with land easements.

‘Water ["“"i"i “&Hrkmsprmiﬂzmnﬂm el !nlulp-halutﬂllumrmdsuf
Tl:gin:rm arcaend Colorado. Farmers and ranchers can lease unused water to growang
cities and towns without permanently relinquishing the right to use the water.

Freedom from 'l}rq\-re'ul.l.hm Ciowernor Ohwens directed stare :.EH'I-I!LH Eor reduce
ng‘ul::mq.' burden on farmers ind ranchers in an effort ta poeserve a rural way al life,
protect irreplaceable open space and habaeat, and strengthen 2 $5 billion annual
contmbution to Colarados ECOMOMmY.

Hrrwjgt':r'.rﬁm entr

*  The Diivisions of Wildlife and
Stair Brrks helped preserve the
Cereentiand Barack i Dieagplas
Couny, the Largest epen space
project in the bistory of Gireat
Ohtdoors Colorade, snssering
ermtnenl commMmry Spanalion
along the 1-25 Corridor:

* Eant and West Brach Creek in
Euple Connry are finally smder
dontract for $14 raillion, ibus
protecting the basr of rhe stare’s
“erowm jewels” and ending years
of effost to preserve open space
and werlande by adding then 1o
Sylvan Lake State Berk.

* Land contrarts were alee exeoted
preserving the JI Rand as the
[farst stare park in El Paso
County, and anctber preserving
over 11,000 acres in Dodores
County for the future Lone Mesa
Stare Park.



RECOVERING ENDANGERED SPECIES
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* Covernor Chuens cut the mibbon o

opert ibe first state-cvwned rative

species hatchery in the United States. will help us maintain biodwersity in the nagural emvironment while replacing

Focated in Alarnosa, the Farcbery Washington's bureaucraric controls with common sense

provides resowrees fe effectively decision-making that’s good for Colorado.

recover populations of threatened

and edangered aguatic species. * Intergovernmental Cooperation.
By working closely with their

« The Division of Wildife’ federal counterparts, srate agencies

pregram for recovery of the prairic can ensure that endangered species are recovered in a Roveytiil ised ot the it

manner that makes sense for Colorade. pecier haackiery, Alswisa

ihickest was 8 ﬁum.!‘ﬁi! har
the Coammission autborized the

first .!runr.l'ug seeoont sinee: 1937, * Funding for Endangered Species. In the past, Colorado funding for wildlife

preservation was limited. Under Governor Owens, state agencies are working to
dedicare signaficant state resources to support important species conservation

= Five srare fish baucheries were :
programs, so endangered species can be recovered and returned 1o the wild.

modernized fo address whirling

distse and native species propagation.

* Sound Science. Colorade’s top-norch biologists and wildlife authorities produce
cutting edge research on endangered species every year, Through the help of

* Efforts 1o restore populations of
gremback curtbroat trout are proving
so smceessful that the Dhivision of

Wildlife can now allow for some ,
carch-and-release ficking cpportienities - * Ik e
for the Colorado Stare Fish, T HEal

these wildlife experts, state agencies ean ensure that rmhngcmd species decisions
are based on the best available scientific information.




PROTECTING COLORADO WATER

g
Accomplishments

* The bng-standing kepal case irmvelving
federal wter vights i the Riv Crande
Basin was finally sentled, providing
certainty do present ard futere water
ssers i the Sam Lucis Falley

» Colorado’s firm position in
sepetiations with other Colorads River
Basin stairs belped push Califormia to
a bistoric agreement to limit sse of
Colorade River water to its compart

.h_rn-rl,;—.r_p.-lh.u- Clrlvads gpert

entitlement, the first swch agreament i

e .E-.l.-:r-::_-_.- of the fntersiate corupat
olorado’s continued growth creates more demand for our limived supplies of

warer. Governor Owens directed state agencies to protect Colorado’s ingerests chrough + The Governor’s Conferemee on Flood
sound management and innovative thinking. and [hﬁgh PﬂpﬂrrJnm broupht
over 2500 people tegerber 1o axsess

. L;E;\I Diefense of Water, The bartle for warer in the West continues as other states Codoradas wfrumﬂlr'ﬁg'i. the eremomit
and thie federal Rovernment attempt to clamn parts of Colorada'’s warer. Gowernor FrEpats qu]rql hirnl:l Iﬁr;r raatura]
Orens i committed to -ensu:ing that Colorade mamtains conteal over all its entitled disasters, and .;:-.l:l.'r'.:mﬁr structiral
water, This means working with Calilornia po reduce s use of Colorado water, as and managgerment remedies o mtipate
well as nﬁuu'.]:mg with neighborning states and the federal ROVETTaNEnT 10 protect irapacts in fJ'J{___ﬁllﬂff-

Colorsdo’s interests.

o The darabase 'E'.'r Fn;l!.rrrlul' EraTaati id

* Warer Quality. Coloradans must have aceess 1o safe and dlean drinking water, and sites was comverted o @ GIS map,
the state s ..'Ic'mrmg J-ipi:ﬁcmt resouUrces B }ﬂ.:riﬁ{'ltim: and reatment. Thas ]1!'!]:’., a4 FErEs -..:,r maps sﬂwl.ﬂnx
includes pnwm']l.rg the projects necessary o .‘.upp-]!.' our civizens with clean water and I|'|n|:-J'|'1.|rJZ|:||I FesErvedr £iles fam mowe Be
cleaning up pollution. produced for wse by counity planning

COIENTASSTORS and l;vmr sl e,

* Preservation of the Water Environment. Stare agencies ane working to repopulate
¢r|4:|,mﬂ|;'r:d Tt .':pn:iu. Thas inclades nlr.thl.'I.l'lg r.li:-[tl'lg laws thas TequLre certatn
armounts of water to be left mestream, thus pmu-iding habitat for fish and Fmtrcting

the narural surroundings that are so impogrant @ Colarado,

* Flood and Drought Preparedness. Colorade’s Water Conservation Board is focusing
on water projects that can guard lives and property against floods and droughes.

Antavegs Hadagtm Breasoe frs




RESPONSIBLY MANAGING PusLICc LANDS

Aecomplirhoments
-

The Stair Parks system bosied a
secord 10 million viitors.

140, 000 visitors and schoolebildren
::v.'pn'rmd inderpreitve programd,
and 60,000 bowrs of volenteer rime
was logged at F1 stare parks.

More than 39 smillion i substaniive
fmprevenents were made ai State
Foresi Eldorado Caaryon, erIr Fells
and Bonswy Lake State Parks.

The Staie Land Board designuted
over 213, (0N acees for te
Strwardship Trust as a result of an

EXTETEIE pﬂl"-l'u'f NOTRATon Process.

An agreesnent was signed with the
LIS, Armary Corps of Empineers to
aredie the first state pack in
Southeastern Colomado at Jobn
Martin Eeservoir,

Cz’dnndﬂ':- stane-owned lands provide imporrant benefits thar everyone enjoys, and
the state has a responsibality to be a pood steward of these lands. This means ensuring
thar these lands are maintained and thar the public enjoys access to them.

* Hoealthy Forests. The newly-created Forestry Division monitors the health of all
forest lands in the stare, including national and privare forests. The Forestry Division
focuses on forest health rather than the revenue generated from forest actovities.

* Forest Legacy Program. Governor Owens designated the Colorado Stare Forese
Service to lead Colorado’s participation in the national Forest Legacy Program.
Therough the program, Colorado
will protect private forest lands
from being comverted to non-forest
uses through voluntary scquisitions
of property and conservation

CASCTRCNES,

* Seate Parks, Coloradans enjoy the
outdoors in many ways—ifrom
camiping and hiking to boaring and
fishing. State parks offer an excellent way 1o preserve open space while providing for

recreational use. Governor Owens proclaimed 2000

the *Year of Stave Parks” Several new state parks are

under development, with state agencies also placing

Bibng it Colovnds River Soane Flark

additional emphasis on creating urban parks.

* Wildlife Management. A healthy and diverse
wildlife population requires sound wildlife

. management to ensure the proper balance between
Fuking ot Chffild S Pk gamse, predators, and other species. Proper
management also means good maintenance of public lands and habinar, indluding

control of noxious weeds,



CLEANING Up POLLUTED & BLIGHTED AREAS

estoration of polhsted areas enhances
the quality of life for all Coloeadans, Cleanup
efforts provide a safer emvironment, often
encouraging the redevelopment of pollured sives
withimn wrban areas. This. in ourn, helps preserve
Colorado’s precious open space and wildlife habirar.

* Land Recycling. As more people move into
Colorado, growth should be first accommodared

Recdsimed wine i Jackion Comnty
where the supporting infrastructure already : '.V,If{-{m? f’};ﬁilﬂtufﬂr
exists=—in our cities and towns. Governor Owens led the fight for rax credits and odher
mcentives to encoursge the redevelopment of unsightly and polluted wban o Th Division of Minerals and Geology
“brownfields,” revitalizing downtown areas and preserving outlying open spaces, farms bogtad mmﬂ!iw-ff;mupijmm he
and ranches, former Soviet Reprablics, Thailand,
.Frl.‘tru'_'ln:l. and ke .F.'l!llb{lplm; wha
* Disposal and Clean Up of Hazardous Waste. Governor Owens directed stare agencies reviewed Colomado’s mining regulatory
to pursue vigorous enforcement of environmental laws to ensure that Coloradans live in pregram as & world-class model for state-
a safe and healthy environment. This includes holding companies and the federal of -the-art mvircnmental reclamarien,
- government accountable for their pollution and ensuring that they cdean up and dispose
of their waste. It also includes a priority program to address environmental and safery + Purticipation increaced in the Habitan
hazards at the 23,000 abandoned mine sites in Colorado. Bartnership Program: new apreements
with &5 privare Landowners will
* Wetlands Habitar. Wetlands areas often support numerous species of wildlife, making pretect 1,750 acves of weslands and
the loss of these sites a significant blow to Colorado’s environment. Restoration of anotber 5000 aerer sinder the
valuable wetlands is a prionity, particularly where cnivical waldlife habutat has been lost. Wetlands }Hm-m-.m
* Rewards for Good Stewardship. Landowners who clean up their newly-scquired land o The Lgislature passed bgeslation ar the
should be rewarded, not punished with Liabilsty for the damage done by previous Governor's sequest that provides tax
owners. T his is why Governor Owens supports so-called "Good Samaritan” legislation, eredits for redeselopment of “Brownfields”
which will protect conscientsous landowners from Lability and foster 3 cleaner v irdan amar. ‘The it i i ol
ermvironmienk. wr b_’}' m.mr% !. !!:F WED b
ecisting eities, rather than open spaee.
The Logislation alvo provides 52 50,000
per year for she state to spend om
redrvelopment of “brownfields”

ibrouphont Colorads



ENHANCING CLEAN AIR IN COLORADO

H ccom, slirhments

* The air guality in Colorado is the
best it bas beent in recent MGy,
The Deesver Metrs Area is mo longer
wiolating the carbon menoxide
stardard and that will officially be
recgnized by EPA in the neer future
after it reviews the work Colorado
bas done to ensre the srandard i
matitained,

Tbe Departmunt of Public Health
and Envirorment implemented mew
rules to prowest Colorndo air quality
apairst baze created by prescribed
Jires en Federal Lands., The rules
sequire senoke manapement plans
Afre prmiting s s

Colorads afr quality standards are
R hl’rglg rat (H IESTOLY dredt
throwghout Celorado, These areas
will also Bve rbe shigwna of
noncompliance with the Clean Air
Ait lifieed

ﬂ ]'I-u."!hf ENVIFONIMAENE TEAns bH.'lI'J‘l.ing elean air and mju}'ing Blue skies and

beawtiful sunsets. This also means that some of the ameninies that contribute to
Colorade’s quality of life are accomplished in an enviconmentally-friendly manner.

* Reduce Air Pollution. Colorado is completing an emissions inventory designed to
provide a better understanding of air pollution. Good science is necessary to give
regulatory authorities the necessary information to more accuracely target major
sources of pollution. Governor Owens streamlined and strengthened the organizarion
responsible for Metropolitan Denver's air quality.

* Berter Air Quality. Prescribed fires on federal land. often used to elear away dead or
harmful vegetation, are also the largest source of regional haze, Governor Owens
directed state igﬂici-l‘s to ensuse that the federal Em-rrnmm'['a. use of these fires does
not harm Calorado air quality. State agencies are alio assisting the Environmenral
Protection Agency to ensure thar regional haze regulations targer the actual causes of
such haze.

* Generation of Electric Power. As Colorado conrinues o grow, there will be
increased demand for electrical generation. State regulators, under Governor Owens'
leadership, will ensure that power is produced in a way that will protect both the
emironment and Coloradans’
qualiry of life.

Publec Seevcr {?m?q. |:" Cabwads
Valmoar Simee, 4 run-durming (onl-fired
grnrretion faibty wing Colorads real



DEDICATED TQO COLORADO...NATURALLY

g”g E. Walcher
Careg Wakcher was appointed to Colorsdo
Caowerned Bl Ounes” Cabdner 1 Evsoumive
Direcuor of the Department of Marsral Fesousces
in Janesry, [999, He brought to the posstion
20 pears experience in nutural recurce iases

From 1959-99 Wilkdher served a3 Peesident of
CLLE 2, che Western Slops prosatianal
angaruzstvon. During bis venuee, CLLIB 20
nealy oripled the size of its meembersbip and
bndper, and he wi credited with bringing a
mew level of scoivry, visibaliny and effectivencss
o thet Westeer Sloge,

Paoe to his CLUB N0 teenme, Waldser spent den
years in Wiokingron, [UC, on che sadf of LIS,
Seratod Bell Armarrong, inchoding 5 yweass o
Escauntree Dhrectae. He hasclled ismied as diverse
5 Eranspaoration, agricalnare, governmental affsrs
and nagueal reouoe,

A Sy generation ratrve of Colarado, Waldher was
barm and rased in Grand fanction and recereed his
degree from Mesa State College, where he served
as studert body prossdent. He and hay wile Dhana
aperabe a | 5-acre prach orchard in Palade.

Don Ament

C [ . #I o ]
State of Colorado

[ure

Caoernod [l Orens appoinoed Dion Assean
Commismones of Aprisulune Janiary 12, 1999,
Dion is & farmer and rancher from 1T @ Logan
County, Colorado.

Dhon was & erscrnbeer of the Colocado General Assembly
for sintoen yeass, owelve as stase Senagor and foer a3
mtmbet of the Howie of Representatives, He served 2
ﬂai:mﬂhﬁgﬁnﬂm.?hﬂﬂ:mtn.ﬂ
Escrgy Commituee and Chairman of the Capital
Dirvelopment Commiteee, He was 3 member of the
Seate, Vieterans. and Military Affain Committer and the
Teasnsporasion Comatier. Mationally, Commisisons
Adnent dured the Aamerzan Ltphntﬁﬁuﬂg:
Conncil’s Task Force on Agriculnre,

Dan sorwed Fve pears on the State Boand of Education,
fosr o ehem i chasreas. He also strved on the RE-1
Valley Schocd Boasd in Sterling, Colorada, for fourteen
yrari. He i 3 forswr peesident of i Colocado
Association of Sehool Bousds,

I secograton of his expertise in water and peoperty
rights, Geovernar Chwens appointed Don ta serve as the
dodl megouator of the Plae B.iver Endangered Specn
Partnership, Im this capacity, Dhon n respanssble for
negatisting Colorado’s posion on schinang ertical
hutwtae ooquirements for endanpered specics that depend
s watiw flowes in the Platte Brver fom Colocadia,
Wireenany and Mebraka

Don and hes wafe Patty have theee grown dhaldren and
rersaan active in the [ communrty.

Tane E. Norton
Excoative Director
Department Public Health & Esvironment
Jane E. Motton was spperted emastne divector of
the Cologids Diepartmaeg of Public Health ind
Envirorenced by Governor Bl Owers Jasaary [999,

In sddmion, she seree uﬁmmf.ﬂbuﬂmld of
Healeh; Co-Chair, Colorada Womens Healih Campaige:
Board of Directars, Regional Asr Chuality Counal: and
Manaral Resoaree Damages Trustee. She is also 3
miwnber of the Association of State and Termional
Health Officers: the Governoc's Disaster Emergency
Cimmeil: Childoen’s Base Health Plan Policy Board:

an] the G’ Tk Force on Vicm Sappaont for
the Cobambine High School Tragedy.

Ms. Morton comes o the Department after & decade
of sernce in the fields of povernment, pablic palicy,
and health tae, inchiding 2 shnt as diector of the
Dffice of State Gowernment Relations for Medscal
Cooap Masapement Associanon; regional dicector for
the siz-state Regron VIIDOffee of the US. Department
of Hialth and Hiaman Services; and served as 2 momber
of dw Colorado Homwe of Reprosentatoves, fillieg out
the emainder of an unexpared term. from mid- 1986

ehecugh Jumusey 1987.

A 1976 gradsate of Colorado Seate Unneerury,
Ms. Morton recemed her Bachedor of Soience with
ditmetnon mn health sciences. She also has 2 Master
of Saences in Management degree From Riegs
Usrrersity, Derwer.



